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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This office action is in response to amendment filed on 1/29/04 (Paper No. 5). Original 
application contained Claims 1-15, Applicants also have made the appropriate adjustment to the 
specification to overcome the objection as identified in previous office action (Paper No. 4). The 
amendment filed on 1/29/04 have been entered and made of record. Therefore, presently pending 
claims are 1-15 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 1/29/04 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive because of the new grounds of rejection given below. 

The examiner asserts that the prior art does teach or suggest the subject matter broadly 
recited in independent Claims 1 and 9. Dependent Claims 2-8 and 10-15 are also rejected at least 
by virtue of their dependency on independent claims and by other reason set forth in this office 
action (Paper No. 6). Accordingly, rejections for claims 1-15 are respectfully maintained. 

The applicants are not given the benefit of the priority date of the provisional application 
60111497 because the 

Priority 

3. Applicant has not complied with one or more conditions for receiving the benefit of an 
earher filing date under 35 U.S. C. 1 19(e) as follows: 

The later-filed application must be an application for a patent for an invention which is 
also disclosed in the prior application (the parent or original nonpro visional application or 
provisional application); the disclosure of the invention in the parent application and in the later- 
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filed application must be sufficient to comply with the requirements of the first paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 1 12. See Transco Products, Inc. v. Performance Contracting, Inc., 38 F.3d 551, 32 
USPQ2d 1077 (Fed Cir. 1994). 

The provisional applicant discloses a system for automatic user tracking. However the 
provisional applicant does not expressly disclose the Authentication, Authorization, and 
Accounting disclosed by this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims .J=45-are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Zhang et al. 
(6,253,327). 

In reference to claims 1 and P, Zhang discloses a method for authorizing, authenticating 
and accounting users having transparent access to a destination network (abstract), wherein the 
users otherwise have access to a home network through home network settings resident on the 
user's computers, and wherein the users can access the destination network without altering the 
home network settings, comprising: 
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Receiving at a gateway device a request from a user for access to the destination network 
(column 6 lines 24-32 in combination with column 7 lines 8-10). The user (host) requests access 
to the network by using the dial up networking application. 

Identifying an attribute associated with the user based upon a packet received by the 
gateway device. The authentication packet includes information like the user-name and private 
password, which are attributes associated with the user, and the packet is sent to the gateway 
from the host (user). The appUcant discloses a packet that is transmitted from the user's 
computer, wherein the user's computer remains configured for accessing the home network. 
Zhang discloses a similar system wherein the packet is transmitted form the user's (host's) 
computer while remaining configured to access the home network because the system is still able 
to access the public network while accessing information on the private network (column 5 lines 
20-40). Zhang's system requires no additional configuration software installed on the user's 
computer to access the destination network, since the user does not have to log on again to access 
other networks (column 7 line 66 to column 8 line 7). 

Accessing a user profile corresponding to the user and stored in a user profile database, 
where the user profile is accessed based upon the attribute associated with the user (column 7 
lines 12-17). 

Determining if the user is entitled to access the destination network based upon the user 
profile ((column 7 lines 12-17)). 

In reference to claim 2, wherein a location identifier is assigned to the location from 
which requests for access to the destination network are transmitted, and wherein the location 
identifier is the attribute associated with the user (column 8 lines 18-36). 
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In reference to claims 7 and 77, wherein determining if the user is entitled to access the 
destination network further comprises denying the user access where the user profile indicates 
that the user is denied access (fig. 5 in combination with column 7 lines 25-30). 

In reference to claim 12, wherein the AAA server is located within the gateway device. 
The Authentication, Authorization and Accounting server is located within the device that 
contains the SSG therefore the whole unit would work as a gateway device (Fig. 4). 

In reference to claim 13, wherein the user profile database includes a plurality of user 
profiles, wherein each respective user profile of the plurality of user profiles contains access 
information (column 7 lines 12-17). Zhang discloses the user profiles and therefore a plurality of 
user profiles are stored. The profiles are also unique to the user and are used for authentication 
therefore they are used for access information. 

In reference to claim 14, wherein the user profile database is located within the AAA 
server (column 7 lines 12-17). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3-6, 8 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zhang as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of Lim et al (6,434,619 Bl). 
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In reference to claim i, wherein the user database is updated when a new user accesses 
the destination network. 

Zhang does not expressly disclose a system wherein the database is updated when a new 
user accesses the destination network 

Lim discloses a system in which the database is maintained (column 4 lines 36-38), 
therefore when there is a new user the database would be updated, since updating is a part of 
maintaining. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to maintain the database for new users as the method of Lim in the system by 
Zhang. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because this would 
enable the system to increase the number of user's when the amount of memory allows. 

In reference to claim 4, wherein a historical log of the user's access to the destination 
network is maintained in the user profile. 

Zhang does not expressly disclose a historical log of the user's access to the destination 
network being maintained in the user profile. 

Lim discloses a log kept of the time and date when the user accessed their account on the 
network (column 7 lines 27-38). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to maintain a historical log of the user's access to the destination network as in the 
method by Lim in the system by Zhang. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this because it would assist in keeping track of user activity. 



Application/Control Number: 09/458,602 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2135 

In reference to claim 15, wherein each respective user profile contains historical data 
relating to the duration of destination network access for use in determining the charges due for 
the destination network access (column 7 lines 27-38). 

In reference to claims 5 and 10, Zhang does not expressly disclose a system wherein the 
attribute associated, with the user is based upon a VLAN ID assigned to the location from which 
the request for access to the destination address was transmitted. 

Lim discloses a system in which the ID that is associated with the location from which 
the request for access to the destination address was transmitted. The ID is the IP address of the 
user (column 9 lines 11-15). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use and ID associated with the location from which the request for access to the 
destination address was transmitted. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
to do this because the user would then not be able to discover the existence of other users 
because they would only be able to access their own information. 

In reference to claim 6, Zhang does not expressly disclose a system wherein receiving at 
the gateway device a request from a user for access comprises the step of receiving an Internet 
destination address from the user (Fig. 4). 

Lim discloses a system that includes the domain of the destination server. This is 
equivalent to the Internet destination address. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to receive the Internet destination address as in the method disclosed by Lim at the 
gateway device of the system disclosed by Zhang. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
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been motivated to do this because the Internet destination address is used to determine which 
network the user is gaining access to. 

In reference to claim 8, wherein determining if the user is entitled to access the 
destination network further comprises directing the user to a login page where the user profile is 
not located within the user profile database (Lim, column 4 lines 19-24 in combination with 
column 4 lines 36-38). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paula W Klimach whose telephone number is (703) 305-8421. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Thr 9:30 a.m to 5:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on (703) 305-4393. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

PWK 

Wednesday, March 31, 2004 





